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Agathe de Bailliencourt- ‘Expressway to your skull,’ a mind numbing blow out.

By Scallywag • Nov 7th, 2010 • Category: Visual Arts
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Photography by Arthur Eisenberg.

Friday nights saw us heading over to chic art laboratory and salon (as they like to call themselves) Lu Magnus, a co venture between art insider Amelia Abdullahsani and her partner Lauren Scott Miller where we came to see the highly anticipated first solo opening of renowned French artist (primarily based in Berlin of late) Agathe de Bailliencourt’s newest body of work – ‘Expressway to your skull.’ For those of you too lazy to read the balance of this article, we will sum up the show for you now- a brilliant parody on the nonsense that passes for art and the current cultural milieu.

Having been fortunate to first catch up with Bailliencourt 2 years ago we have watched in delight as she has stretched her mantra of lively inventive installation work this time onto canvas. Asked what inspired the collection which she painted whilst in Berlin during the course of the year she responded, at the time she hadn’t been commissioned to create any installations, that said hungry to create she decided to use her canvas board as a metaphor for the visage of installation art that led to the current body of work.
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Agathe de Bailliencourt to the right.
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Amelia Abdullahsani to the left.

Bailliencourt’s latest work with the omni present battle sign – Je m’en fous (‘I don’t give a shit’) acts in this series to compel the viewer to reach into their subconscious mind and as allusions of doorways and portals lead us into our inner selves, deftly instigated via the use of hazy colorful patinas appearing as a mirage, wistfully merging into a whirlwind at various epicenters, lines on the canvas as opposed to the street corridors or building facades that Bailliencourt is known for.

Countenancing the duality of being, the darkness and lightness, the exterior and interior, depth and shallowness, Bailliencourt’s figurative and abstract tendencies serve to act as a conduit not just to her own personal interpretation of herself and her own state of mind but by use of colorful, often fluorescent color flexing in and out into perceived compartmentalized zones into our own ever revolving subconscious. A definitive statement if one is to judge the veneer of our increasingly estranged strange times where what passes for cohesion and multiplicity of images and suggestions must eventually pass what our consciousness is capable of tolerating and delving into…

The show goes on until December 18 where we expect every one of the large 11 pieces to be sold before then.
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